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1. Voice recorder (e.g., iPod, digital voice recorder, tape recorder, etc.) – This is to be 
unplugged, not functioning or without working batteries. 
2. Box with bells or other noise maker inside 
3. Two different magazines  
4. Pencil (Hidden) 
5. Examiner Script (Form A) 
6. Scripted Verbal Cues (Form B) 
7. Coding Rubric (Form C) 




The testing room should consist of a table and chairs and a shelf to place the necessary materials. 
The voice recorder, magazines and questionnaires should be within reach of the examiner so that 
they can easily be placed on the table when needed. The box with the bells inside should be 
positioned on the edge of the shelf so that it can be knocked down at the appropriate time during 
the assessment. A pencil should be hidden so that the examiner needs to leave the table for 
several seconds to locate one.   
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Form A - Examiner Script 
Examiner (E) brings Participant (P) to room.  
1. E says “Ok, let’s begin. What would you like to talk about?” Wait to see if P initiates 
topic (Initiation).  If P talks about interest or hobby, move to Behavior 2. If not, cue* and 
begin conversation about hobbies. 
2. E says, “I have some hobbies too” (Request Information). If P asks the examiner about 
her hobbies, move to Behavior 3, if not, cue*. 
 
E stops talking and says, “Oops. I forgot the tape recorder. Let me get it”. 
E pretends not be able to work the tape recorder (unplugged). Do not look at P or provide cues, 
press buttons and make comments like “Oh, no” or “Come on tape recorder!” Count to 10 to 
allow time for P to realize there is a problem.  
3. If P provides E with an explanation as to why the recorder is not working 
(Hypothesizing), move to Behavior 4, if not, cue*. 
E says, “Don’t worry about the tape recorder. I will just take some notes.  E starts a conversation.  
Topic is a compare and contrast the participant’s hometown and the examiner’s hometown.  : 
 
4. E says, “I’d like to know how the town you live in is different from the one I live in”. The 
phrase “how the town you live in is different from the one” is rendered unintelligible by 
clearing throat or coughing. (Request Clarification – Muffled Speech).  If participant asks 
for clarification, move to Behavior 5, if not, cue*.   
 
5. Repeat the sentence, followed by “Tell me about your town.” (Background Information). 
If off-topic response, cue* 
 
6. Conversation about towns continues. P must comment contingently (Comment 
Contingently). If not, cue*. 
 
7. E says, “Is this an urban or rural town?” and mouth “urban or rural” for decreased 
volume (Request Clarification – Decreased Volume).  Wait for clarification request*, 
then repeat audibly. 
 
8.  “I have a CSP in my town (Request Clarification – Unfamiliar Acronym).”  Wait for 
clarification request.* Tell P that CSP stands for Community Swimming Pool. 
 
9. “The concerts are always crowded” (Presupposition – Incorrect article). Wait for 
recognition of incorrect article. If P says, “What concerts?”. Explain you have summer 
concerts on your town green. If not, cue*. 
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10.  “Our Tigers are really good.” (Presupposition – Need additional information). Wait for 
recognition of violation of presupposition*. If P says, “What Tigers?” explain that the 
local high school band plays before the real band. If not, cue* 
 
11.  “He always leads the band for the first song of each concert.” (Presupposition – 
Ambiguous Pronoun)  Wait for recognition of ambiguous pronoun*. If P asks, “Who?” 
say, “Oh, I forgot to tell you: the Mayor always comes to the concerts and leads the first 
song. If not, cue* 
 
12.  “I’ve often wondered about that”.  (Request Clarification – Vague Statement) If P asks, 
“Wondered about what?” say, I always wondered if every town has summer concerts. If 
not, cue*. 
 
E introduces New Topic, “What else do you like to do for fun?”. P and E should have dialog. 
This provides E the opportunity to attempt to take the floor.  
 
13. E should break in by saying, “Oh! I would....”. (Termination) P should stop talking and 
allow E to speak. If not, cue*. 
 
14. Cue* to “break in” and change topic if P is dominating.  Use if P is monopolizing 
conversation. If P is not monopolizing, use “Let’s talk about something else…” wait to 
see if they query about new topic (Response to Cues to Change Speaker) 
 
15. Observe P’s ability to add information and contingently respond (Topic Maintenance).  
“My town’s exciting in October.”  Wait for P to inquire as to why.  (Town parades, fair, 
etc.).  If no response cue* 
 
16. E gets up to get something (Student Questionnaire – Form D) from the closet and knocks 
over box with a bell in it*. (Comment/Notice) 
 
E hands questionnaire to P and asks P to complete it. 
 
17. Don’t give pencil (This gives P the opportunity to request one). (Request Object)* 
 
18. Say you need to go get a pencil for P. Offer two magazines for him to read while you’re 
gone; give the one the P did NOT ask for (Express denial/Comment on object)* 
 
19. Reenter the room w/ pencil. Don’t give necessary information in directions (e.g., form 
contains missing information) (Insufficient info)* 
 
*Indicates point at which hierarchy of cues is given (starting with Level 4 and continuing until 
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Form B - Scripted Verbal Cues 
 
 Behavior Level 4 Cue 
1.  Initiation Do you have a hobby you would like to talk about? 
2.  Requesting Information Do you want to know about my hobbies? 
3.  Hypothesizing Do you think there is something wrong with the tape recorder? 
4.  Request clarification: Muffled speech Do I need to say that more clearly? 
5.  Background Information I don’t understand what you are talking about. 
6.  Comment Contingently  We are talking about the towns where we live. 
7.  Request clarification: Decreased volume Would you like me to say that again? 
8.  Request clarification: Unfamiliar acronym Do you need to know what CSP means? 
9.  Presupposition (statement with incorrect article) What concerts? 
10.  Presupposition (need additional information) 
Do you need to know what tigers I am talking 
about? 
11.  Presupposition (statement with ambiguous pronoun) Are you wondering who leads the bands? 
12.  Request Clarification: Vague statement Do you need to know something more to answer me? 
13.  Termination  Listening to me talk about [fill in blank] would be the polite thing to do. 
14.  Response to cues to change speakers Can I say something now? 
15.  Topic Maintenance Would you like to know why my town is exciting in October? 
16.  Comment/Notice What made that noise? 
17.  Request Object Do you need something? 
18.  Express  Denial /Comment on Object Did I give you the wrong magazine? 
19.  Insufficient Information  Do you need directions?  
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Coding Rubric – Form C 
 
Student’s Name: _______________________________ Examiner’s Name: ____________________________ 
Date of Assessment: _____________________________  





1.  Initiation DM Appropriately starts talking when adult does not.   
2.  Request Information DM Asks examiner for additional information   
3.  Hypothesizing CF Offer help or give a reason why the tape recorder is not working.   
4.  Request Clarification: muffled speech CR 
Appropriately asks for repetition or indicate 
misinterpretation verbally.   
5.  Background information DM 
Provides relevant background information to 
assist examiner’s understanding   
6.  Comment Contingently P Provides comments relevant to the topic.   
7.  Request clarification: decreased volume CR 
Appropriately ask for repetition or indicate 
misinterpretation verbally.   
8.  Request Clarification: unfamiliar acronym CR 
Appropriately indicate misunderstanding 






Indicates confusion because the information 
(article) contained in the sentence is not 
known and, therefore, the sentence does not 
make sense to the subject. 
  
10.  Presupposition (need additional information) P 
Indicates confusion because the information 
(noun) contained in the sentence is not known 
and, therefore, the sentence does not make 







Indicates confusion because the information 
(pronoun) contained in the sentence is not 
known and, therefore, the sentence does not 
make sense to the subject. 
  
12.  Request Clarification CR Appropriately indicate misunderstanding verbally   
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13.  Termination  DM 
End conversation appropriately when 
indicated   
14.  Response to cues to change speakers DM 
Stop talking when the conversational partner 
attempts to take the floor   
15.  Topic Maintenance DM 
Ability to respond to the conversational 
partner’s bids and add to the topic (for three 
turns) 
  
16.  Comment/Notice CF 
A look, sound, or comment that acknowledges 
the event (event marked by bell or falling 
blocks sound). 
  
17.  Request Object CF Appropriately requests an object needed to complete the task   
18.  
Express  
Denial /Comment on 
Object 
CF Comment or deny wrong object than one requested   
19.  Insufficient Information P 
Appropriately asks for clarification of missing 
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Directions: Provide an orthographic response to the enumerated 
declaratives below. 
 
 Yes No 
1. I enjoy taking trips. ________________ □ ○ 
2.  I do not like being in large groups. ________________ □ ○ 
3.  On weekends, I spend time outside. ________________ □ ○ 
4.  I have a friend who I talk to often. ________________ □ ○ 
5.  I enjoy in school. ________________ □ ○ 
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